Continuous bedside cerebral blood flow monitoring.
Continuous cerebral blood flow monitors are being used in critically ill neuroscience patients to assess blood flow in vulnerable regions of the brain and to evaluate the effects of treatments on these areas. Neuroscience nurses need to interpret cerebral blood flow values in relation to the many other physiologic parameters which are monitored in this population. Case studies are used to illustrate various patterns of regional blood flow in response to brain insults and therapeutics. Research implications of continuous cerebral blood flow monitoring are explored.